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CICan – About us

National, voluntary 
membership organization  
representing publicly supported 
institutions

Colleges, cégeps, polytechnics, 
specialized institutes and 
universities

Represents institutions 
nationally and internationally

Presidency of WFCP and 
UNEVOC Centre



Campuses serving 
over 3,000 
communities 

1.5 million learners

65,000 employees

Broad range of study 
programs

Multicultural

Colleges and Institutes Outreach



Advantages of Colleges and Institutes

Focus on 
student 
success

Advanced 
skills for 

employment

Responsive 
to the needs 

of the 
community

Reflection of 
the diverse 
community 
they serve

Accessibility

Applied 
research 

and 
innovation



Partnerships – Facts and Figures

 2010-2011 - The number of partnerships with SMEs increased by 23% and the 
number of partnerships with large enterprises has increased by 51%.

 Since 2010-2011, the largest growth occured in partnerships with micro-entreprises 
(increase of 560%) and the non-profit sector (increase 76%).



Applied Research and Innovation

Applied 
research & 
Innovation

13,500 students 
receive support to 

pursue an 
entrepreneurial idea

400 specialized 
centres and labs

Partnerships with 
7,000 organizations 
to conduct applied 

research 

3,000 faculty and 
staff and 25,000  

students engaged 
in applied research

80% support 
student 

entrepreneurship



CICan has been a partner of Brazil for a long time

School to School Project  (link between education and private sector)  (2001)

Thousand Women Project (2007 - 2010)

Science without Borders (2011-2016)

Teachers for the Future - SETEC (2013)

Canada-Brazil Scholarship Program (2016-2017)

Canada-Brazil Scholarship Program for the North Region (2017-2018) 

Canada-Brazil Outbound Student Mobility Program (2018)



1st Forum Brasil-Canada  - 2010

Rio de Jeneiro

Signature of 46 MoUs between colleges and IFs



2nd Forum Brasil-Canada – 2011

Montreal

MoU with SETEC



3rd Forum Brasil-Canada - 2013

Development of Innovation centres in Federal Institutes (IFs)



Support for IF participation to SwB
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 CICan assisted Brazil with the 1st public call of technical training of SwB.

 CICan had signed MoUs with CAPES, CNPq and SETEC.

 June 2013 – Promotional tour undertaken with Canadian colleges for the SwB program 
– More than 3,200 students from 38 different IFs from all regions of Brazil were met.

 Objective was to showcase Canada as a leader in technical and applied education.



Science without Borders (SwB)

Aimed at stimulating innovation and creating international 
partnerships

Students were placed at 36 colleges and institutes across
Canada

Almost 890 students studied at Canadian colleges and 
institutes

Ninety-five percent (95%) studied in English and five percent 
(5%) in French 



Teachers for the Future – Pilot Project

43 Brazilian professionals came to Canada 
February to May 2014

Toronto – February 2014



2016-2017 Canada-Brazil Scholarship Program

 Developed by CICan in collaboration with CONIF.

 Scholarship was entirely funded by CICan.

 Allowed 19 Brazilian IF students studying in a 
technology program (undergraduates) to improve
their proficiency in English or French, complement
their post-secondary training and complete an 
internship.

 19 IF students from 16 different IFs studied at 
Canadian colleges and institutes for a period of 12 to 
16 months.

 Broad range of studies:  Business Administration, 
Graphic Design, Culinary Arts, Environment, 
Renewable Energy, Fashion, Information Technology,  
Video Game Design & Development, etc.

Ruan Duarte Ramalho
Scholar from Fanshawe College



Canada-Brazil Scholarship Program Video
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Canada-Brazil Scholarship Program for the 
North Region

Scholarship program developed in collaboration with CONIF 
and dedicated to students from the northern region of Brazil.

Program fully funded by CICan.  

2 IF students from the northern region (Tocantins and 
Roraima) were selected.

Students started their 14-month programs (language training, 
post-secondary training & internship) in November 2017.



Canada-Brazil Outbound Student Mobility Program

Program developed to encourage Canadian student mobility to 
Brazil

Working in collaboration with Conif and FORINTER

Canadian students to go to Brazil for 2-month cultural 
international experience – May and June 2018

Bursaries of up to $5,000 to offset some of the travel and living 
abroad costs.



Importance of the Canada-Brazil Relationship

Strenghten the partnership between Canada and Brazil at the 
institutional level and beyond for the growth and productivity of 
our countries and others. 



Rachel St-Jean

rstjean@collegesinstitutes.ca

www.collegesinstitutes.ca

Thank you!  Obrigada!
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