
 

 

BRENT JENSEN   

Brent Jensen is a Senior Manager of Business Development with the Trade and 
Investment team at Edmonton Global. He adds a strength to the team with a 
long background in international business. Brent’s experience ranges from 
supply chain management throughout Asia and North America, to corporate 
strategy development, training and facilitation.  
 
Prior to joining the Edmonton Global team, Brent founded and operated two 
management consultancies that specialized in strategic development, 
organizational design, change management, and policy development and 
analysis. His wide range of clients include private and public organizations, 
municipalities and indigenous groups. The engagements have ranged from 

implementation of projects in construction, health care, post-secondary education, finance, and entrepreneurship. 
He is a Mandarin speaker with extensive experience in China, Hong Kong, and greater Asia.  
 
Passionate about volunteerism, he is an active alumnus of his alma mater, the University of Alberta, serving in his 
second term on the Senate, a mentor at eHUB, and Member of the Board of advisors for Enactus. He also serves 
as a special advisor to the Stollery Children’s Hospital Foundation Youth Network, a group that aims to teach and 
activate youth to raise funds and awareness for the foundation.  
 

DR. STANFORD  (STAN) BLADE,  P.  AG  

Dr. Blade is Dean of the Faculty of Agricultural, Life, and Environmental 
Sciences (ALES), at the University of Alberta. The Faculty has 400+ faculty 
and staff, 1600 undergraduates and 520 graduate students. It has an annual 
budget of $85m, with approximately $45m of external research funding. The 
Faculty has a strong record of spin-off companies, IP license agreements, 
and company partnerships. Dr. Stan Blade was the founding Chief Executive                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Officer of the Alberta Innovates Bio Solutions Corporation (AI Bio). His 
expertise has been recognized through invitations to participate in research 
reviews conducted by the European Union, Consultative Group on 
International Agricultural Research, Food and Agriculture Organization, 
Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council, Agropolis Foundation, 
and the Canadian Foundation for Innovation. Dr. Blade is a 2012 graduate of 
the Wharton Business School’s Executive Development Program (University 
of Pennsylvania). His doctorate was awarded by McGill University (Montreal, 
Canada) for work done at the International Institute of Tropical Agriculture 
on a Canadian International Development Agency Ph.D. Scholarship. He 
currently serves as the Vice-Chair of the Board of Trustees of the African 
Agricultural Technology Foundation, a Nairobi-based agency supported by 
the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation. Dr. Blade is a Board Member of the 
Alberta Cancer Foundation, Genome Alberta, the Alberta Biodiversity 
Monitoring Institute and Livestock, Gentec, and an active member of the 
Board of Directors for Edmonton Global.  

 

NELLA BRODETT  & AMII    

Nella Brodett is the Director of Investment and Partnerships at Alberta 
Machine Intelligence Institute (amii). Nella began her career in the Toronto 
tech sector where she gained a breadth of cross-sector experience. Nella is 
passionate about creating meaningful change to society’s most pressing 
challenges.  
 
Alberta Machine Intelligence Institute supports cutting-edge research and 
leverages scientific advancement into industry adoption enabling world-
leading researchers to focus on solving tough problems while their teams 
translate knowledge, talent, and technology – creating an integrated system 
that allows research and industry to thrive.  
 

 

GABRIEL DECHICHI  

Gabriel Dechichi is a software engineer from Brazil, who graduated from 
the Federal University of Uberlândia with a degree in mechatronics 
engineering. Gabriel has 5 years of experience in application and game 
development, leading the development team on projects such as Sniper3D, 
a mobile game with over 100 million downloads and 20 thousand daily 
active players. Gabriel moved to Edmonton in May 2019, to work with 
Improbable Studios, where he works as a Game Programmer, utilizing the 
Unreal Engine and Spatial OS to develop the next generation of video 
games.  
 
When he’s not programming, Gabriel can be found working on his Rubik’s 
cube skills, winning the 2015 World Championship in the Multiple Rubik’s 
Cube Blindfolded tournament.  



Top Reasons to Invest in the 
Edmonton Metropolitan Region

t h e e D m o nto n m e t r o p o l ita n r e g i o n

1 talent

The Edmonton Metropolitan Region is young, educated, and 
growing. Ranked as the best community in the country for 
youth and youth work and is home to 1.4 million people, seven 
universities and colleges, and 130,000 post-secondary students, 
the region:

•	 Generates 30% ($105 billion) of Alberta’s Gdp 
•	 Is Canada’s fifth-largest economy
•	 Has more engineers per capita than any other community  

in Canada

2 innovation

Active partnerships exist between business and all levels of 
government to fund innovation, foster the growth of startups and 
established companies, and support research and development. 
The University of Alberta is ranked in the global top 100, and 
the Northern Alberta Institute of Technology (nait) is the largest 
technology and apprenticeship trainer in Canada.

Edmonton Metropolitan Regional expertise:

Computer science, engineering, medicine, nanotechnology,  
and agriculture, as well as artificial intelligence, machine  
learning, reinforcement learning, natural language processing,  
and computer vision.

3 lifestyle

Alberta is the lowest corporate tax jurisdiction in Canada  
(a combined federal and provincial rate of 26%) and by 2022  
will be the second-lowest in North America (a combined rate  
of 23%). The Edmonton Metropolitan Region’s high quality  
of life and affordability make it very attractive to young families.  
Housing accounts for approximately 34.8% of income compared  
to the Canadian average of 51.9%.

The Edmonton Metropolitan Region:

•	 Offers art, culture, fine food, nature, and family fun
•	 Has a welcoming, diverse population, with 23% of Edmontonians 

being first generation Canadians

r e g i o n a l i n s i g ht s

aDvanceD technology hub

Facilities support growth in 
research and commercialization 
of nanotechnology, 
microelectromechanical systems 
(mems), aerospace, advanced 
fabrication, petrochemicals, 
pharmaceuticals, and bio-
innovation. 

globally connecteD

•	 Home to a Foreign Trade Zone 
and an inland port—port Alberta

•	 Fastest-growing region in Canada. 
Alberta is the fastest-growing 
jurisdiction in North America

•	 Export growth rate is double 
Canada’s average (10.8% from 
2008 to 2018)

•	 Integrated supply chain linking air, 
rail, road, and pipelines to move 
products to and from Asia

info@edmontonglobal.ca 
@edmontonglobal EdmontonGlobal.ca
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health anD life sciences

•	 Over 69% of Alberta life science companies are 
located in the Edmonton Metropolitan Region, 
contributing nearly 7.5% of the region’s Gdp. 

•	 Biotechnology, pharmaceuticals,medical devices, 
and research on the causes and treatment of 
diseases are all areas of innovation in the region.

energy anD environmental technology

•	 The Edmonton Metropolitan Region is home to 
the world’s first industrial-scale municipal waste-
to-biofuel facility that converts approximately 
100,000 tonnes of waste into 38 million litres of 
ethanol annually. 

•	 A leader in energy production and the reduction 
of greenhouse gases, its proximity to the third-
largest oil reserve in the world has led to global 
investment and world-renowned innovation. 

fooD anD agri-business

•	 The Edmonton Metropolitan Region hosts a 
flourishing food and agricultural ecosystem and 
is the gateway to leading innovative practices and 
revolutionary farming.

•	 Here you’ll find the entire value chain, from primary 
products to a supplementary manufacturing sector. 

•	 The Edmonton Metropolitan Region features 
centres of excellence for ag-biotechnologies, agri-
inputs and technologies, and culinary innovation.

ai anD ict

•	 AI and ICT are booming in the Edmonton 
Metropolitan Region, with specialties in gaming, 
VR, AR, and machine learning. They’re powering 
growth across every sector—life sciences, 
agriculture, energy, and manufacturing. 

•	 Global companies like deepMind and Improbable 
are investing to access talent, innovation, and 
opportunities. 

•	 The Edmonton Metropolitan Region is home to the 
Alberta Machine Intelligence Institute (Amii), which 
conducts leading research with global technology 
companies. 

aDvanceD manufacturing

•	 The Edmonton Metropolitan Region’s advanced 
manufacturing ecosystem is home to nearly 40% 
of Alberta’s manufacturing output, specializing 
in high-value manufacturing of sophisticated 
customized products.

•	 From medical devices to intelligent farming 
equipment, from massive earth movers in the 
oilsands to nano-materials, it has an array of 
manufacturers and manufacturing capability. 

“It was a big decision for us to open our first non-UK research lab, and the fact we’re doing so in Edmonton is a sign of 
the deep admiration and respect we have for the Canadian research community. In fact, we’ve had particularly strong 
links with the University of Alberta for many years: nearly a dozen of its outstanding graduates have joined us at 
deepMind, and we’ve sponsored the machine learning lab to provide additional funding for phds over the past few years.” 

—Demis hassabis, ceo of DeepminD

200% $40 billion

$540 billion22,000

53%

s e cto r s t r e n g t h s

growth in biotech research 
and development spending

in petrochemical industry 
capital investment

in annual exports  
by 2030

people across Alberta 
employed in the sector

increase in the number of technology 
businesses headquartered in Alberta

info@edmontonglobal.ca 
@edmontonglobal EdmontonGlobal.ca



EDM ON TON  REG ION :  TEC H N OLOG IC A LLY DRIV EN
Edmonton Region’s R&D expertise and state of the art innovation centres have driven the Region to become a hub for 
artificial intelligence and reinforcement learning, attracting corporate investments from tech giants, such as Amazon, 
Google, and IBM

A I  &  M A C H I N E  
L E A R N I N G

● University of Alberta is ranked 
in the top five hubs in the 
world for artificial intelligence

● Edmonton-based Alberta 
Machine Intelligence Institute 
(Amii) is part of the Pan-
Canadian AI strategy

BIG  DA TA

● Alberta benefits from a robust 
network infrastructure, with 
significant private investment 
into fibre optic networks

● Low energy prices and stable 
electricity supply provide 
considerable value for 
investors 

Preferred market access to 51
countries, representing approximately 
1.5 billion consumers and over 67 per 
cent of global GDP

C O U N T R I E S
51

Jobber, a scheduling software 
and app, is headquartered in 
Edmonton

FASTEST GROWING 
SOFTWARE COMPANY 
IN CANADA

2nd
in the number of technology businesses 
with headquarters in Alberta from 2016 
to 2018

I N C R E A S E
53%

in infrastructure in Alberta over 5 years  
announced by Telus, a Canadian 
national telecommunication company

IN V ESTM EN T
$16b

Technology

18,230
Workers in 
Edmonton Region

5,279
Establishments in
Alberta

$18.7b
In ICT sector 
revenues in Alberta

D I G I T A L  M E D I A

● The industry is expected to 
grow by 3.7% over the next 5 
years and by 2022, video 
streaming will account for 80% 
of online traffic

● Revenues in the industry grew 
by 3.4% in 2017, making 
Canada the 5th largest video 
market worth close to $1.53 
billion, with expected growth 
through 2022

AI and machine learning 
industry clusters

State-of-the-art R&D 
facilities

Highly skilled workers

Strong connectivity and 
reliable energy sources

TECHNOLOGY HIGHLIGHTS

Edmonton Region is a national leader in AI and machine learning, showing 
promising synergies across many industrial sectors, including energy, 
agriculture and health & life sciences. 



INNOVATION ECOSYSTEM

ALBERTA MACHINE INTELLIGANCE 
INSTITUTE (Amii)

• Provides support to businesses 
implementing artificial intelligence and 
machine learning

• Partners with global industry leaders, 
notably Google Brain, IBM, Microsoft 
Research, and Volkswagen Data Lab

ALBERTA INNOVATES
• Provides over $200m of annual investment 

into 72 programs in clean technology, and 
bio and health

ACAMP

• An advanced tech accelerator working 
directly with over 440 companies to 
commercialize technology

“Collaborating with (the University of Alberta) to open a lab feels like a 
natural extension of what we do here in London“
“It was a big decision for us to open our first non-U.K. research lab, and 
the fact we're doing so in Edmonton is a sign of the deep admiration and 
respect we have for the Canadian research community”

Demis Hassabis
Co-founder and CEO, DeepMind

BUSINESS ENVIRONMENT

TALENT & EDUCATION

LESS TAXES PAID BY 
BUSINESSES THAN IN OTHER 
CANADIAN JURISDICTIONS

$11.2b

UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA

• Acclaimed for its research expertise 
and offers programs in Computer 
Engineering and Computer Science

• The Computing Science program is 
ranked 6th, and the Mathematics 
program is ranked 5th in Canada

TEC EDMONTON
• TEC Edmonton founded out of the 

University of Alberta was ranked the 
3rd best university-associated 
business incubator in the world

• Works with tech community to help 
protect their innovation and find 
opportunities to bring products 
to market

NAIT

• Canada’s largest apprenticeship 
trainer works directly with companies 
to commercialize products

COMPETITIVE TAX REGIME

• At 11%, Alberta currently has the 
lowest corporate tax rate in Canada. 
The province’s tax rate is set to be 
further reduced to 8% by 2022

• The value added tax (VAT) in Alberta 
is 5%, among the lowest rates across 
all of Canada

PUBLICLY FUNDED
POST SECONDARY
INSTITUTIONS

7

/company/Edmonton-Global

@EdmontonGlobal

EDMONTONGLOBAL.CA

1-800-264-4952

Suite 100 – 100200 100 St. NW – T5J 0N5 Edmonton, Alberta, Canada
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EDMONTON REGION: A LEADER IN HEALTH
The Edmonton Region is a centre for medical device research & 
commercialization, with expertise in health and life sciences forming a core 
component of the region’s economy

B I O T E C H  &  
P H A R M A

● 60% of Alberta's biotech firms 
are based in the Edmonton 
Metropolitan Region, including 
over 10 pharmaceutical and 
medicine manufacturing firms

● R&D investment in Alberta’s 
pharma industry is expected to 
grow at a CAGR of 3.7% over 
the next five years

M E D I C A L  T E C H  
A N D  D E V I C E S

● Edmonton Region’s Health 
Accelerator, TEC, is ranked as 
the #1 business incubator in 
North America 

● As a highly diversified & 
export-oriented industry, 
Canada’s medical device 
exports increased from $2.3b 
to $3.8b from 2013 to 2017

Preferred market access to 51
countries, representing approximately 
1.5 billion consumers and over 67 per 
cent of global GDP

C O U N T R I E S
51 Generated by life science 

companies in Alberta in 2015

R E V E N U E
$1bin biotech research and development 

spending in Alberta from 2014 to 2017

G R O W T H
200%

Canada exported $5.9 billion in 
pharmaceutical and medicine products 
in 2017 to the US

E X P O R T S  T O  
T H E  U S A

$5.9b

Life Sciences

6,205
Workers in 
Edmonton Region 

1,227
Establishments in 
Alberta

$54.7m
Annual exports
from Alberta H E A L T H  

R E S E A R C H

● The headquarters of Alberta 
Health Services (AHS) in 
Edmonton Region is at the 
heart of a strong health cluster 

● The University of Alberta’s 
Faculty of Medicine & 
Dentistry in Edmonton has 
several departments and 
research specialties in 
cardiology, virology, oncology, 
and organ transplantation

Largest integrated healthcare 
system in Canada

Access to world renowned 
health facilities

The only cellular manufacturing 
lab in western Canada

Unique data assets fostering 
ground-breaking research

LIFE SCIENCES HIGHLIGHTS

Alberta is recognized nationally and globally for expertise in neurology, diabetes and islet 
transplantation research, cancer research and treatment, bone and joint research and vaccines 
for infection diseases and cardiology. The health ecosystem contributes to nearly 7.5% of GDP in 
the Edmonton Metro Region.



“Edmonton’s economy, talented workforce, 
significant military presence, unified healthcare 
infrastructure & government investment is an ideal 
landscape, positioning the region as an industry 
leader”

DENNIS FILIPS
Founder & President, iTraumaCare

BUSINESS ENVIRONMENT

TALENT & EDUCATION

ANNUAL OPERATING 
BUDGET – ALBERTA 
HEALTH SERVICES (AHS)

$15.3b

UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA

• One of Canada’s leading research 
universities, attracting more than $500m
annually in external research funding

• Connected to Edmonton’s specialized 
hospitals with leading health research 
institutes such as:

• Cross Cancer Institute

• Mazankowski Alberta Heart 
Institute

• Metabolomics Innovation Center

• Glenrose Rehabilitation Hospital

• Li Ka Shing Institute of Virology

• Smart Network (Sensory Moto 
Adaptive Rehabilitation 
Technology) – Intelligent medical 
devices and innovative 
rehabilitation interventions

COMPETITIVE TAX REGIME

• At 11%, Alberta currently has the lowest 
corporate tax rate in Canada. The 
province’s tax rate is set to be further 
reduced to 8% by 2022

R&D TAX CREDITS

• Federal investment tax credit ranging 
from 15% to 35% for scientific research 
and experimental development 
expenditures

INNOVATION ECOSYSTEM

TEC EDMONTON HEALTH 
ACCELERATOR

• Encourages innovative companies to 
enter health sciences. Aims to assist at 
least 50 new companies over five years

APPLIED PHARMACEUTICAL  
INNOVATION

• Offers a first-in-class model for the 
commercialization of pharmaceutical 
research

EDMONTON HEALTH CITY

• Creates an enabling environment to 
advance disruptive health innovations 
with commercial application and global 
relevance

PUBLICLY FUNDED
POST SECONDARY
INSTITUTIONS

7
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MASTER’S & PhD 
PROGRAMS 

Life Sciences



EDMONTON REGION: CULTIVATING SUCCESS
With ample farmland, state-of-the-art R&D facilities, and a rising advanced 
technology sector, the region hosts the entire sector value chain, including high-
quality primary production and a cluster of processing plants

F O O D  &  
B E V E R A G E

● Edmonton Region is 
recognized for its food science 
R&D, fruit and vegetable 
preservation and value-added 
food processing

● The sector generated $14.6 
billion in sales and employed 
22,400+ individuals in Alberta

C A N N A B I S  &  
H E M P

● North America’s second 
largest producer of hemp with 
325 producers+ and 45,000 
acres of hemp grown

● Home to the world’s largest 
producer of cannabis, Aurora 
Cannabis

Preferred market access to
51 countries, representing 
approximately 1.5 bi l l ion 
consumers and over 67 per cent 
of global GDP

C O U N T R I E S
51

Canada is the 5th largest exporter of 
agricultural products in the world

L A R G E S T  
E X P O R T E R

5 th

Food and beverage sector exports from 
Alberta grew 81% between 2008 and 
2018 to a record $5.8 billion CAD

G R O W T H
81%

Alberta exported $1.25 billion CAD in 
agri-food products to Japan in 2018, 
its third largest market for agri-food 
products after the U.S. and China 

E X P O R T S  
T O  J A P A N

$1.25b

Food & Agriculture

10,855
Workers in 
Edmonton Region 

3,693
Establishments in 
Alberta

$10.8b
Annual exports
from Alberta A G R I - T E C H

● Active collaboration between 
firms, academia, and research 
institutions is driving 
automation and digitization in 
the sector

● Large-scale agriculture, 
concentration of R&D facilities, 
and a strong AI knowledge 
base attract investments into 
the region

Access to high quality 
agricultural land

Abundant livestock 
supply

State-of-the-art R&D 
facilities

Affordable energy prices

AGRI-FOOD HIGHLIGHTS

Edmonton Region hosts a flourishing food & agricultural ecosystem and is the 
gateway to leading innovative practices and revolutionary farming.



“We are pleased with our decision to locate in Alberta and 
to establish our clean-technology bioprocessing centre 
here… this [decision] was based on several factors, 
including proximity to renewable feedstock, highly qualified 
personnel here and the excellent collaboration that we have 
had with the government, the provincial innovation system, 
and the University of Alberta”

Gilles Gagnon,
President & CEO, Ceapro Inc.

BUSINESS ENVIRONMENT

TALENT & EDUCATION

LESS TAXES PAID BY 
BUSINESSES THAN IN OTHER 
CANADIAN JURISDICTIONS

$11.2b

UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA

• Alberta’s largest academic and research 
institution and houses a dedicated 
faculty for food and agriculture - the 
Faculty of Agricultural, Life, and 
Environmental Sciences (ALES)

• The Agri-Food Discovery Place offers 
collaborative research opportunities 
related to meat processing and handling 
as well as bio-refining

NORTHERN ALBERTA INSTITUTE 
OF TECHNOLOGY (NAIT)

• A prominent polytechnic institution and 
Canada’s largest provider of 
apprenticeship training

• Centre for Culinary Innovation connects 
experts with food-related businesses to 
develop innovative food products

COMPETITIVE TAX REGIME

• At 11%, Alberta currently has the lowest 
corporate tax rate in Canada. The 
province’s tax rate is set to be further 
reduced to 8% by 2022

• The value added tax (VAT) in Alberta is 
5%, among the lowest rates across all 
of Canada

INNOVATION ECOSYSTEM

ALBERTA FOOD PROCESSING 
AND DEVELOPMENT CENTRE

• A modern, fully-equipped pilot plant 
and laboratory facility positioned to 
strengthen and promote Alberta’s food 
sector capabilities

ALBERTA BIO-PROCESSING 
INNOVATION CENTRE

• Offers critical product development 
and scale-up support for the food and 
agriculture sector

• The Centre’s offerings include: 
pelletization, testing and analysis, 
extraction and purification, and 
packaging and labeling

PUBLICLY FUNDED 
POST SECONDARY 
INSTITUTIONS

7
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EDMONTON REGION: POWERING THE GLOBAL ECONOMY
Edmonton Region is Alberta’s logistical and service hub for the energy 
sector, supported by a large skilled workforce, and extensive federal 
and provincial support

M I N E R A L  
E X T R A C T I O N

• In 2018, Alberta contributed 
82% of all oil sand production 
in Canada

• Alberta accounts for greater 
than 50% of Canada’s GDP in 
the mineral extraction sector

MANUFACTURING

• Alberta’s Industrial 
Heartland, in the Edmonton 
Region, is Canada’s largest 
hydrocarbon processing 
cluster, with over 40 
national and multinational 
companies, $40 billion in 
operating investment and 
43% of Canada’s basic 
chemical manufacturing

Preferred market access to 51
countries, representing approximately 
1.5 billion consumers and over 67 per 
cent of global GDP

C O U N T R I E S
51

Canada is the largest foreign 
supplier of crude oil to the US, 
making up 48% of total US 
crude imports

L A R G E S T  
E X P O R T E R

1st
Over $799m was spent by governments 
in Canada on energy R&D in 2017-18

S P E N T  O N  R & D
$799m

In 2018, Canada was the fourth 
largest exporter of energy

LARGEST ENERGY 
EXPORTER

4 th

Energy and Mining

32,905
Workers in 
Edmonton Region

5,183
Establishments in 
Alberta

$84b
Annual exports
from Alberta D I S T R I B U T I O N

• Key pipeline infrastructure 
allows for connection and 
access to a 373,000km 
regional network. Other key 
assets include North West 
Refining and the concentration 
of oil refineries in Refinery Row

Large pool of skilled 
technical talent

Access to low cost 
reserves

Robust, supporting 
infrastructure

Access to global markets

ENERGY HIGHLIGHTS

The Edmonton Metro’s proximity to Alberta’s oil reserves — the 3rd largest oil 
reserve in the world — has led to global investment and world-renowned 
innovation in the energy sector.



Alberta’s Industrial Heartland, located in the Edmonton 
Metro Region, is a concentration of world-class refining and 

processing operations. It is the largest hydrocarbon 
processing cluster in Canada and the center of 

petrochemical activity in Western Canada.

More than 40 national and multinational companies operate 
in Alberta’s Industrial Heartland, representing over $40 

billion in current capital investment. These operations are 
dynamic, innovative, and leading the way to a greener future.

TALENT & EDUCATION

LESS TAXES PAID BY 
BUSINESSES THAN IN OTHER 
CANADIAN JURISDICTIONS

$11.2b

UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA

• Stands out for its research expertise and 
offers extensive programming related to 
the energy sector including in 
Engineering (Mining, Petroleum, 
Chemical, etc.), Environmental and 
Conservation Sciences, Geology, etc.

• Hosts the Institute of Oil Sands 
Innovation which supports discovery 
and innovation across a broad range of 
areas in oil sand mining and upgrading

FUTURE ENERGY SYSTEMS

• Develops energy technologies of the 
future, integrates them into today’s 
infrastructure, and explores economic, 
environmental, and social impacts

INNOVATION ECOSYSTEM

RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT

• In 2017-18, federal spending on R&D 
increased by 14% ($67m) boosted by 
increased energy efficiency and 
hydrocarbon spending including 
increases in carbon capture, utilization 
and storage

SHELL CANADA ENERGY QUEST 
PROJECT

• World’s first commercial-scale carbon 
capture & storage (CCS) project to 
tackle carbon emissions related to oil 
sands operations

• Safely stores more than 1 million 
tonnes of CO2 emissions annually

PUBLICLY FUNDED 
POST SECONDARY 
INSTITUTIONS

7
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Energy

BUSINESS ENVIRONMENT

COMPETITIVE TAX REGIME

• At 11%, Alberta currently has the lowest 
corporate tax rate in Canada. The 
province’s tax rate is set to be further 
reduced to 8% by 2022

• The value added tax (VAT) in Alberta is 
5%, among the lowest rates across all 
of Canada

$75m
1400+

INVESTMENT

PUBLICATIONS 
AND AWARDS

IN CAPITAL 
INVESTMENT

$40b



EDMONTON REGION: THE FUTURE OF MANUFACTURING
Edmonton Region’s growing advanced manufacturing cluster features the 
evolution of traditional manufacturing as well as the development and 
implementation of innovative technology, high-tech and automation

I N D U S T R Y  4 . 0

● 35% of manufacturers in 
Alberta have implemented 
digital technologies

● In September 2019, Telus 
announced a $16B investment 
in Alberta over 5 years which 
will support increased IoT 
capabilities

C L E A N  T E C H

● Research efforts have yielded 
advances towards broader 
commercialization of 
geothermal and waste-to-
energy technologies

● NAIT’s Alternative Energy 
Technology Program trains 
specialized workers for roles in 
renewable energy and energy 
efficiency industries

Preferred market access to
51 countries, representing 
approximately 1.5 bi l l ion 
consumers and over 67 per cent 
of global GDP

C O U N T R I E S
51

In 2017, Alberta exported $2.2 
bi l l ion in machinery 
manufacturing, of which 45% 
of total exports originated in 
the Edmonton Region

T O T A L  
M A C H I N E R Y  
E X P O R T S

$2.2b
The Edmonton 
International Airport is 
Canada’s fifth busiest 
airport

B U S I E S T  
A I R P O R T

5th

By 2030, the manufacturing 
industry in Canada is expected 
to have $540 bi l l ion in exports 
and $1 tri l l ion in sales through 
the application of machine 
learning, artif icial  intel l igence, 
and internet of things

E X P O R T S  
B Y  2 0 3 0

$540b

Advanced Manufacturing

12,995
Workers in 
Edmonton Region 

1,378
Establishments in 
Alberta

$13b
Annual exports
from Alberta M E T A L S  &  

M A C H I N E R Y

● Alberta’s industrial 
manufacturing sector 
supports industrial production 
and processing such as oil & 
gas and petrochemicals on 
both a local and global scale

● Alberta is the second largest 
metal manufacturing hub in 
Canada

Skilled & diversified pool 
of talent

Cluster of manufacturing 
& technology expertise

Affordable energy prices

Access to global markets

ADVANCED MANUFACTURING 
HIGHLIGHTS

Edmonton Region’s advanced manufacturing ecosystem is home to nearly 
40 percent of Alberta’s manufacturing output, specializing in high-value 
manufacturing of sophisticated customized products.



“Adding value to our resources gives us global market 
access with high-value products. We are pleased the 
Government of Canada recognizes this opportunity and 
has worked with us to help make investments like this 
competitive. Moreover, it shows a commitment to the 
thousands of people employed by this project over the 
next three years of construction and decades of operation”

David Chappell
Senior Vice-President, Petrochemical 
Development, Inter Pipeline

TALENT & EDUCATION

LESS TAXES PAID BY 
BUSINESSES THAN IN OTHER 
CANADIAN JURISDICTIONS

$11.2b

UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA

• Alberta’s largest academic and research 
institution with 21 engineering programs 
offered through the Faculty of 
Engineering, consistently recognized as 
one of the best in Canada and the world

• Hosts the National Research Council of 
Canada Nanotechnology Research 
Centre

NORTHERN ALBERTA INSTITUTE 
OF TECHNOLOGY (NAIT)

• A prominent polytechnic institution and 
Canada’s largest provider of 
apprenticeship training

• NAIT’s Productivity and Improvement 
Centre offers a 190,000 sq. ft facility for 
product testing, technology adoption, 
training, innovation and research, and 
growth in the manufacturing sector

INNOVATION ECOSYSTEM

INNOTECH ALBERTA

• Offers the Alberta Metal Fabrication 
Innovation program to support small 
and medium sized companies in 
implementing advance manufacturing 
and fabrication solutions

ALBERTA AEROSPACE & 
TECHNOLOGY CENTRE

• Edmonton based aerospace training 
and innovation hub

• Launched to create a safer and 
sustainable aviation industry through 
investment in simulators and research

PUBLICLY FUNDED 
POST SECONDARY 
INSTITUTIONS
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EDMONTONGLOBAL.CA

1-800-264-4952

Suite 100 – 100200 100 St. NW – T5J 0N5 Edmonton, Alberta, Canada

info@edmontonglobal.ca

388
500

UNDERGRADUATE

GRADUATE

Advanced Manufacturing

BUSINESS ENVIRONMENT

COMPETITIVE TAX REGIME

• At 11%, Alberta currently has the lowest 
corporate tax rate in Canada. The 
province’s tax rate is set to be further 
reduced to 8% by 2022

• The value added tax (VAT) in Alberta is 
5%, among the lowest rates across all 
of Canada

PROGRAMS


